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On Sunday , March 12, 2023 
Aunt Dawn shared with you how 
she felt she was visited by an an-
gel in the nursing home when 
she was depressed. 
This week also one of our church 
members shared with me how 
he had a close relative experi-
ence a near death encounter. 
The relative heart stopped on 
the operating table, and he ob-
served the doctor's frantically 
trying to revive him. He said he 
met his relatives in heaven, and 
they told him he had to go back. 
He said that encounter in heaven 
was wonderful. I also have a 
Christian neighbor who experi-
enced the same thing. My friend 
the evidence of a wonderful 
heaven is abundantly evident. 
We must be alert and receptive 
if we are to be reassured of its 
wonders. Even as I study the bi-
ble, I'm not alone. The comfort 
and spiritual guidance are be-
yond words to express.  
 
love Pastor Bill 
. 

Facts, not futility 
 
“If the resurrection of Jesus Christ did not happen,” writes 
Mary Fairchild, “then the apostles were all fakes and everyone 
throughout history who has ever testified of Christ’s power is 
a liar. If the resurrection did not happen, then Jesus Christ has 
no dominion over life and death, and we remain lost in our 
sin, destined to die. Our faith is useless.” Paul sounds a similar 
tone in 1 Corinthians 15:14-19, saying unless Christ was raised, 
any preaching about him is “in vain” and our faith is 
“futile” (ESV). 
 
Praise God that he doesn’t leave us in suspense. Unlike Thom-
as, we don’t need to doubt Easter’s good news. With utter cer-
tainty, Paul continues: “But in fact Christ has been raised from 
the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep” (vs. 
20, emphasis added). So let us rejoice with the apostle: 
“Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (vs. 57)! 
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Sunday Morning time of Prayer - Come early at 9:30am and join Pastor Bill for a 
time of prayer for 20 minutes before service in Fellowship Hall.     

 Circles of Concern: meets 2nd Wednesday of the month - SPOT 

“InAsMuch Circle” has a short meeting from 10:30 – 11:30 and then gathers to-
gether for lunch at the Parkview Restaurant.  Daisy Fritz, facilitator 

“Sunbeam Circle” meets at 2:00 p.m. Peggy Kirch, facilitator. 

Needle & Thread Missions Group [sleeping bags for the homeless] - meets 1st, 
3rd & 4th Wednesday @10:00am - SPOT 

Deacons Board - will meet the 3rd Sunday due to Easter  in Fellowship Hall after 
service 

Joint Executive Council/Board of Managers - Cancelled for April 

ACT (Allied Christians of Tioga) Dinner - served from FBCO church back door as 
“take away” every Thursday 5:00pm to 6:00pm 

Rule 62 AA Group - meets every Friday at 6:30pm Fellowship Hall   

Golden Age Group - typically meets on a Friday afternoon.  Questions?  Contact 
Paula Slavy 

Men’s Monthly luncheon - meets 3rd Friday of the month; 11:30 at the Parkview 
Restaurant, Owego. Questions?  Contact Rodger Fritz. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

FBC Orientation Session:  The Deacons are implementing an informal 
orientation session held in the Fellowship Hall during social time following 

the church service, Grab a cup of coffee, tea, hot chocolate 
and come over to the table by the children’s play area and 
join us for additional information about our church. A Dea-
con will provide information about church activities, Ameri-
can Baptist, covenant, Baptism or church membership. 
Whether you are a new attendee or have been attending for 
some time, if you have questions or just want more infor-

mation, stop by the table for a chat. 

 
 
 
 

 The Kitchen Krew would like 
you to please label anything 
you put in the ‘frig with your 
name/initials and date.’  

 We are still able to use eye 
glasses for the Lion’s Club. 
PLEASE NOTE: we are not col-
lecting used batteries, please 
recycle at your nearest location 
that accepts all varieties 

 That after every worship service 
we like to gather in the fellow-
ship hall for a time of fellow-
ship?   Hope to meet you there! 

 We have a church library? In 
the back room of the SPOT,  
many shelves contain different 
titles, themes, videos and cd’s.  
Our Church Co-librarians are 
Sharon Janhonen and Pat Kish-
paugh 

 You’ve Got Mail!  - be sure to 
check your mail before or after 
worship service. The “mail” box 
is located on the back table in 
Sanctuary. 

 Monthly Communion Offerings 
 

 April - Family Life Network - FLN  

 May - Common Ground/Joshua 

House 

 June - One Great Hour of Sharing 

 July - Deacons 

 August - NYS AB Men’s Disaster 

Relief Fund 

 September - New Hope Center 

 October - World Missions Offering 

 November - Operation Christmas 

Child 

 December - Retired Ministers / 

Missionaries  

April 22nd ”VISIONING FOR THE FUTURE”  
Update from the ABC of BTA  
On February 11th a group of 16 representing six of our churches gathered at the 
First Baptist Church of Endicott.  We spent two hours in conversation led by Pas-
tor Steve Reynolds.   Homework was assigned for the churches.  10AM to 
11:30AM at First Baptist Church of Endicott.  All are welcome. 
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American Baptist Women’s Minis-
tries is a Christ Centered ministry 
with a commitment to encourage 
and empower women and girls to 
serve God. 

 
 
 
 
 

First Baptist Owego Women’s  
Missionary Circles 

 

  Needle & Thread Missions Group - Meets 1st, 3rd & 
4th Wednesday of the month at 10:00am in the SPOT - 
The Needle & Thread group provides sleeping bags to 
the homeless. As Spring Cleaning is on the horizon, 
please consider a donation of used blankets, sheets, 
quilts, and mattress pads [used as fillers for inside of 
sleeping bag]  WE DO NOT NEED PILLOWCASES OR 
BOTTOM FITTED SHEETS  
Questions please ask Daisy Fritz or you can call: 607-748-
2798 
 
 “InAsMuch Circle” has a short meeting from 10:30 

– 11:30  and then gathers together for lunch at the 
Parkview Restaurant.  

        Daisy Fritz, facilitator 
 
 “Sunbeam Circle” meets at 2:00 p.m. Peggy Kirch, 

facilitator. 
 
We gather together to support our missionaries and 
our local missions in the area. 
 
The Circles are open to all women. Come by when you have 

a chance and visit either Circle. The Circles meets from Sep-

tember to May on the Second Wednesday of each month.    

 
Prayer Requests  
Please contact: 
 

Daisy Fritz - 607-748-7298 
Dawn Kohler - 607-748-0319 
 
Church Office -  call or email 

 

Your Convention Committee plans to make this a banner year. 
Come learn with insightful speakers, exciting workshops, and 
enjoy fellowship with your fellow sisters in Christ. We trust to 
see you there! 
 
Prices for the two nights with meals range from $172 to $358. 
Registration must be received by Tuesday, March 21, 2023. 
 
Keynote speaker is Rev. Marsha Scipio from Trinidad & Tobago 
and resides in Brooklyn, NY. She is the Director of Baptist World 
Aid for the Baptist World Alliance. 
 
Your selection of workshops include:  
1. Building Beloved Community through Storytelling 
2. Wonder Woman-  
3. Building “out of the box” Connections 
4. The Avengers- To work through the challenges of our world, 
not just as individuals, but together we are stronger 
5. Planting God’s Community Tree-you will be painting a tree on a 

11”x14” canvas and decorating it-there will be a $8 charge for this 
workshop at the door 
6. Legacy Planning for Today & Tomorrow-estate planning 
7. Make a Joyful Noise! Choir rehearsal 
 

For more information and registration forms, please contact 

Daisy Fritz, 607-748-2798. 
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Fellowship & refreshments to follow.  
Directed by Dave Berry  
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Baker Fireman’s Fountain 
Our next brick installation at the Baker Fireman's Fountain is sched-
uled for mid-April.  If you would like to order a brick for a loved one, 
in memory of someone, or yourself please see below link:   
 
https://www.owegohoseteams.com/buy-a-brick/ 
 
Proceeds support ongoing maintenance and upkeep of the fountain 
by the Hose Team. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Pat Gavin 
202-494-9108 cell 

Flannel Graphs - FREE to a good 
home 
 
What is a flannel graph? 
➢ Flannelgraph (also called 

flannel board or flannel-
gram) is a storytelling system 
that uses a board covered 
with flannel fabric, usually 
resting on an easel.  

 
Pastor Bill & Dawn have a boat-
load.  They would like to give 
them to someone or a group 
that would like them to further 
enhance and grow the minds of 
our children 

Jesus answers our uncertainties 
 
Thomas didn’t believe the other 
disciples when they said Jesus 
had risen. The two travelers to 
Emmaus despaired over Jesus’ 
death, uncertain what might 
come next. 
During our life of faith, we all 
face questions, doubts and des-
pair. In Fearless, Max Lucado 
says Jesus’ responses to us echo 
his responses to the disciples. 
His answer to our doubt is the 
same as with Thomas: “Touch 
my body” — which we do every 
time we connect with the church 
(the body of Christ), wounds and 
all. As with the Emmaus disci-
ples, Jesus urges us to ponder 
his story found in Scripture — 
which we do through Bible read-
ing and study. Today, just as 
long ago, Jesus meets his follow-
ers — in his body, in his Word — 
and strengthens our faith. 
~newsletternewsletter.com 

https://www.owegohoseteams.com/buy-a-brick/
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Celebrating 50 Million Children Discipled!  Operation Christmas Child Updates 
 
In 2023, Samaritan's Purse will mark the 50 millionth child discipled through The Greatest Jour-
ney and previously The Mailbox Club. We praise God for this tremendous milestone! In 2022 
alone, over 2.4 million Greatest Journey students put their faith in Christ. 
  
Fourteen-year-old Samuel was one of them. He lives in Cote d'Ivoire in an unreached area where 
spirit worship is common. He was charged by his parents to take care of a local shrine. But after 
Samuel attended The Greatest Journey and received Christ as his Lord and Savior, he told his par-
ents that he would no longer be involved with false worship. His parents insisted that he would 
die if he stopped appeasing the spirits. Samuel said Jesus would protect him, so he prayed—and 
the Lord heard his prayer. That night four shrines burned down. Community members, having 
witnessed the true God's power, turned to Him. Soon, a local church was established where over 
two dozen adults and children now attend and worship the Lord. 
Will you prayerfully consider helping us reach the next 50 million children with the Gospel by 
making a recurring or one-time gift to The Greatest Journey? Thank you for your prayers and sup-
port. May God bless you! 
________________________________________ 
“Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 
Matthew 19:14 
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March 2, 2023 
 
Dear brothers and sisters, friends and partners!  
Dear global family! 
 
On the anniversary of the great war in Ukraine, we thank God with spe-
cial prayers for each of you and your support. You were by our side in 
our difficulties and remained active participants in our work and spiritual 
warfare. We thank you on behalf of our churches and ministers for con-
tinuing to serve the churches and people of Ukraine. 
 
 

What does this year mean for us? 
On one hand - suffering, fear, loss, death, uncertainty, ruin, separated families; loss of territories, loss of people, and economic 
losses. Hundreds of churches have ceased to exist, and tens of thousands of Christians are scattered throughout Ukraine and all 
over the world; destroyed and damaged houses of prayer, seminaries, and premises where great spiritual work took place among 
children and adults.  
 
On the other hand - the daily presence of God, new baptisms, new churches, and tens of thousands of new people who visit 
churches every Sunday. 
 
Ukraine exists! Ukraine prays, works, and fights with great hope and confidence! The incredible scale of humanitarian aid! Mil-
lions of Christians around the work stand by us. Our European neighbors found and continue to find an incredible example of 
serving Ukrainian refugees with great love and sacrifice. 
 
Thank you all! 
 
We pray that the war will end in 2023! The hearts and bodies of thousands of our people have been crippled. We are preparing 
for the hard work of rebuilding Ukraine. The scale of destruction is incredibly large. But we hope that in 10 years we will manage 
to rebuld our country. 
 
We have lived this year in complete daily dependence on God and today we praise Him for the grace and power that works in us. 
On behalf of our churches and ministers, we thank you for walking this path with us! 
 
Stay with us! You have shared and still, share our cry, and we want you to share with us the joy of victory, just peace, and restruc-
tion! 
 
God will certainly reveal His glory and we will see the light in His light! His love will heal all wounds! His peace will bring calmness 
and prosperity to Ukraine.  
Let us glorify Him with our dedication, our unity, and our courage to dream and believe in revival and restoration in the near fu-
ture! 
 
God bless you! 
 
Valery Antoniuk, President of The Baptist Union of Ukraine 
Igor Bandura, Senior Vice-President of The Baptist Union of Ukraine 
 
"What is God doing among us?" is a biweekly email that showcases how God is working within our churches, Associations and Region. Have an 

awesome ministry or news that you want to share with us? Please email  mschwarz@abc-nys.org. 
 
American Baptist Churches of New York State 
office@abc-nys.org 
www.abc-nys.org 
3218 James St. 
Syracuse, New York 13206 
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Sunday Worship - 10:00am 
 
Come and join Pastor Bill at 9:30am  
in Fellowship Hall for 20 minutes of 
prayer & thanksgiving before 
worship Return Service Requested 

First Baptist Church of Owego 
228 Main Street 
Owego, NY  13827 

 
 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Office: 607-687-4394 

KIND Project: 607-972-8232 

Messages are retrieved throughout the day 

 

Emergency Contact:  
Rodger Fritz          [H]607-748-2798 
Pastor Bill Kohler [H]607-748-0319 
                                 

office@fbcowego.org                    
https://www.fbcowego.org 

http://facebook.com/firstbaptistowego 
 

Church Officers  
and Staff 

 

Pastor 
Reverend William “Bill” Kohler 

 
Richard Saxton 

Church Moderator  
Joint Executive Council /  
Board of Managers, Chr. 

 
Marilyn Murray 
Office Manager 

 
David Berry 

Music Director 
 
 

Kandi Saxton  
Christian Education  

Committee, Chr. 
Director of K.I.N.D. 

 
Steve Paro 

Board of Deacons, Chr. 


