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Spring is in the air! 
Days are getting longer, Ground-
hog Day is past, day light savings 
time change in 3 weeks. 
I trust the refreshing fragrance 
of spring stirs your soul. Jesus is 
like the fragrance after the rain. 
So far it has been a mild winter. 
Soon, no more black ice to send 
me to the emergency room. 
Along with the robins on your 
lawn look above at the geese 
returning for another season. 
The determined flowers will 
soon push their way through the 
frozen ground. Be ever mindful 
of the spiritual refreshing we en-
joy with one another at First 
Baptist. 
Song of Solomon 2:11 For the 
winter is past, the snow is gone, 
and the flower are springing up 
and the singing of birds is in the 
air. Just as Noah busted out of 
the smelly ark after one year, so 
we should be looking for Jesus's 
rainbow promises especially for 
you. Rev.21:5 Jesus said I will 
make all things new. Are you en-
joying your new life in Christ? 
love Aunt Dawn and Pastor Bill. 

FBC-O Solar Energy Update 
A number of years ago, the FBC-O signed up with a solar energy 
provider. Shortly thereafter, Mr. Rodger Fritz did the same for his 
residence. It took a few years for solar power to actually be made 
available to us, but it is happening now. 
This piece provides an update on FBC-O’s experience with solar en-
ergy as a supplement to its traditional NYSEG-provided electrical 
energy. It is written by Rodger Fritz, and is written in the first-
person point of view. 
Should you wish to discuss this topic further, please contact Rodger 
directly. 
 
Here is Rodger’s report. 
I have attempted to examine our solar energy savings at FBC and at 
home. I’m looking at an 11-month period in 2022. Because of 
NYSEG’s irregular billing cycles, I can’t be precise. I have data from 
Delaware River Solar (DRS), our solar energy provider, and from 
NYSEG. 
There is a disconnect between the numbers from DRS and NYSEG. As 
expected, they are not always in phase monthly. But the numbers 
from DRS are either exactly shown by NYSEG or, for some months, 
they are missed altogether. 
For the Church, including the Spot (they are separate accounts), 
NYSEG shows a savings of $140, or about 5.6%, but DRS shows a 
savings of $210, or about 7.9%.  The correspondence between DRS 
and NYSEG is much better for the Spot than for the Church and as 
the year progressed, the correspondence seemed to improve. I’m 
hopeful that trend will continue. It is obvious that NYSEG has other 
billing issues. 
At my home the results are very similar. 
It does appear that DRS is giving us a 10% discount on the energy 
they are supplying and it seems around ¾ of our electrical energy is 
coming from solar, depending on weather. 
I am not advocating that you consider solar or DRS for your home 

use;however, if you do consider it, be aware that the Church and I 

are to get a 10%rate discount by having signed up when we did, but 

5% is now what DRS is offering. If you do go with DRS, they offer a 

$50 gift card, and if you tell them that you were referred by the First 

Baptist Church of Owego, the Church will also get $50. You may be 

able to negotiate 10% if you forego the gift cards. 
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Sunday Morning time of Prayer - Come early at 9:30am and join Pastor Bill for a 
time of prayer for 20 minutes before service in Fellowship Hall.     
  
Circles of Concern: meets 2nd Wednesday of the month - SPOT 
“InAsMuch Circle” has a short meeting from 10:30 – 11:30 and then gathers to-
gether for lunch at the Parkview Restaurant.  Daisy Fritz, facilitator 
“Sunbeam Circle” meets at 2:00 p.m. Peggy Kirch, facilitator. 

Needle & Thread Missions Group [sleeping bags for the homeless] - meets 1st, 
3rd & 4th Wednesday @10:00am - SPOT 
 
Deacons Board - 2nd Sunday of the month, Fellowship Hall after service 
 
Joint Executive Council/Board of Managers - 3rd Sunday of the month, Fellow-
ship Hall after service 
 
ACT (Allied Christians of Tioga) Dinner - served from FBCO church back door as 
“take away” every Thursday 5:00pm to 6:00pm 
 
Rule 62 AA Group - meets every Friday at 6:30pm Fellowship Hall   
 
Golden Age Group - typically meets on a Friday afternoon.  Questions?  Contact 
Paula Slavy 
 
Men’s Monthly luncheon - meets 3rd Friday of the month; 11:30 at the Parkview 
Restaurant, Owego. Questions?  Contact Rodger Fritz. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FBC Orientation Session:  The Deacons 
are implementing an informal orientation 
session held in the Fellowship Hall during 
social time following the church service, the 
Grab a cup of coffee, tea, hot chocolate and 
come over to the table by the children’s 

play area and join us for additional information about our 
church. A Deacon will provide information about church 
activities, American Baptist, covenant, Baptism or church 
membership. Whether you are a new attendee or have 
been attending for some time, if you have questions or 
just want more information, stop by the table for a chat. 

 
 

 The Kitchen Krew would like 
you to please label anything 
you put in the ‘frig with your 
name/initials and date.’ We are 
still able to use eye glasses for 
the Lion’s Club. 

 That after every worship service 
we like to gather in the fellow-
ship hall for a time of fellow-
ship?   Hope to meet you there! 

 We have a church library? In 
the back room of the SPOT,  
many shelves contain different 
titles, themes, videos and cd’s.  
Our Church Co-librarians are 
Sharon Janhonen and Pat Kish-
paugh 

 You’ve Got Mail!  - be sure to 
check your mail before or after 
worship service. The “mail” box 
is located on the back table in 
Sanctuary. 

 Monthly Communion Offerings 
 

 March - America for Christ 

 April - Family Life Network - FLN  

 May - Common Ground/Joshua 

House 

 June - One Great Hour of Sharing 

 July - Deacons 

 August - NYS AB Men’s Disaster 

Relief Fund 

 September - New Hope Center 

 October - World Missions Offering 

 November - Operation Christmas 

Child 

 December - Retired Ministers / 

Missionaries  
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American Baptist Women’s Minis-
tries is a Christ Centered ministry 
with a commitment to encourage 
and empower women and girls to 
serve God. 

 
 

First Baptist Owego Women’s  
Missionary Circles 

 

 Needle & Thread Missions 
Group - Meets 1st, 3rd & 4th 
Wednesday of the month at 
10:00am in the SPOT - The Nee-
dle & Thread group provides 
sleeping bags to the homeless. 
As Spring Cleaning is on the 
horizon, please consider a do-
nation of used blankets, sheets, 
quilts, and mattress pads [used 
as fillers for inside of sleeping 
bag]  Questions please ask Daisy 
Fritz or you can call: 

        607-748-2798 
 
 
 “InAsMuch Circle” has a short 

meeting from 10:30 – 11:30  
and then gathers together for 
lunch at the Parkview Restau-
rant.  

        Daisy Fritz, facilitator 
 
 “Sunbeam Circle” meets at 

2:00 p.m. Peggy Kirch, facilita-
tor. 

 
We gather together to support our 
missionaries and our local missions 
in the area. 
 
The Circles are open to all women. 

Come by when you have a chance and 

visit either Circle. The Circles meets 

from September to May on the Second 

Wednesday of each month.    

A daily prayer 
https://churchart.com-—Angelus Silesius  
 

Since God will be my end 
Let him be my beginning, 
So that I may now fully live 
Instead of falling, straying, sinning. 
 
 
 
 
 

 UNITY, boldness 

 Revival in America 

 Our Church 

 Our Leaders  

 Pastor Bill & Aunt Dawn 

 Our BTBA Churches 

 The KIND Project 

 Those in the Nursing Home  

 Our Shut-ins 

 Unspoken (s) 

 Deliverance from addictions 

 Salvation & hope for the lost 

 Jail Ministry  

 Complete healing for those in 
pain, hurting emotionally, dis-
ease, sickness,  

 Our families 

 Relationships 

 Cure for Cancer 

 COVID 

 Weather patterns & changes 
 

Masking and  

social distancing 

requirements are lifted. 

 

➢ Fellowship Time is in Fellow-

ship Hall right after Sunday 

Service. Refreshments are 

planned as liquids only, e.g., 

coffee, tea, hot chocolate. 

Should individuals desire to 

bring edibles to share with 

the congregation during Fel-

lowship Time, a sign-up sheet 

is provided in the Fellowship 

Hall. 
 

➢ Hand sanitizer stations and 

masks are located in the back 

of the Sanctuary, by the re-

strooms and by the back door  

 

**We request that if you have 

health issues or other concerns 

related to gathering at this time, 

please remain at home. We will 

continue to provide Service on-

line following the live Service for 

those who are not able to join us 

in the Sanctuary.   
https://fbcowego.org/worship-service/ 
 

The online service will be availa-
ble by 7:00pm Sunday evening in 
most cases. Please allow time 
for editing and upload of the ser-
vice recording.  Thank you.   
If you cannot access the service 
please call or email the office  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Requests  
Please contact: 
 

Daisy Fritz - 607-748-7298 
Dawn Kohler - 607-748-0319 
 
Church Office -  call or email 

https://fbcowego.org/worship-service/
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Your Convention Committee plans to make this a banner year. Come learn with insightful speakers, exciting 
workshops, and enjoy fellowship with your fellow sisters in Christ. We trust to see you there! 
 
Prices for the two nights with meals range from $172 to $358. 
Registration must be received by Tuesday, March 21, 2023. 
 
Keynote speaker is Rev. Marsha Scipio from Trinidad & Tobago and resides in Brooklyn, NY. She is the Direc-
tor of Baptist World Aid for the Baptist World Alliance. 
 
Your selection of workshops include:  
1. Building Beloved Community through Storytelling 
2. Wonder Woman-  
3. Building “out of the box” Connections 
4. The Avengers- To work through the challenges of our world, not just as individuals, but together we are 
stronger 
5. Planting God’s Community Tree-you will be painting a tree on a 11”x14” canvas and decorating it-there 
will be a $8 charge for this workshop at the door 
6. Legacy Planning for Today & Tomorrow-estate planning 
7. Make a Joyful Noise! Choir rehearsal 
 
For more information and registration forms, please contact Daisy Fritz, 607-748-2798. 
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  2 - Delma West 
  5 - Jim Lyons 
10 - Gail Haskell 
20 - Cara Slavy 
26 - Blake Cron 
27 - Rich Saxton 
 
Anniversary Blessings 
28 - Richard & Gail Haskell 

March 2023 Special Days 
   
  3 - World Day of Prayer 
  5 - 2nd Sunday of Lent 
12 - Daylight-Saving Time begins 
       3rd Sunday of Lent 
19 - 4th Sunday of Lent 
20 - First Day of Spring 
26 - 5th Sunday of Lent 

 
April 2023 Special Days 
   
2 - Palm Sunday     
6 - Maundy Thursday     
7 - Good Friday     
9 - Easter 
 
“VISIONING FOR THE FUTURE”  
On February 11th a group of 16 repre-
senting six of our churches gathered at 
the First Baptist Church of Endicott.  
We spent two hours on conversation 
led by Pastor Steve Reynolds.   Home-
work was assigned for the churches.  
Next time to meet will be Saturday, 
April 22nd from 10AM to 11:30AMat 
First Baptist Church of Endicott.  
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 Good News and Great Joy From 2022! 
 
God did incredible things through Operation Christmas 
Child this past year. Over 9.3 million shoebox gifts were 
collected in the U.S. during National Collection Week—
the most ever! Our worldwide total was over 10.5 mil-
lion boxes, which included the 200 millionth shoebox 
packed since the project began in 1993. That special gift 
was lovingly placed in the hands of an 8-year-old orphan 
girl in Ukraine. This remarkable year wouldn't have been 
possible without partners like you who packed the 
shoeboxes. Thank you for your generosity, faithfulness, 

and especially for your prayers. 
If you are leading the shoebox project in your church or group and haven't yet joined our Project Leader 
email list, we encourage you to sign up to receive exciting resources, promotions, and exclusive updates. 
The Project Leader Facebook Group is a great place to connect and get creative ideas and inspiration. Inter-
ested in shopping and packing year-round? Check out our Year-Round Collecting Guide. 
Some highlights from 2022 included the Gospel being presented through shoebox gifts to the unreached 
Himba people, to deaf children in Namibia, and to boys and girls in Suriname where teens are sharing the 
Good News with their peers and teaching The Greatest Journey. We encourage you to share these amazing 
stories with your church or group. To God be the glory! One generation shall praise Your works to another, 
and shall declare Your mighty acts.  Psalm 145:4 

Helping Earthquake Survivors in Turkey Franklin Graham in Ukraine 
 
Dear Friend, 
 
Massive earthquakes devastated central Turkey on Feb. 6, killing thousands in col-
lapsed buildings and leaving multitudes desperate for help. 
 
The first quake had a magnitude of 7.8 with an aftershock of 7.5. In the town of Isken-
derun, near the Biblical city of Antioch, the hospital collapsed in a pile of concrete rub-
ble, entombing doctors, nurses, and patients. This awful tragedy crippled the local 
medical system at the hour help is urgently needed. 
 
Samaritan's Purse immediately airlifted one of our Emergency Field Hospitals to Turkey. As I write this, we 
are setting it up near Antioch, "where the disciples were first called Christians" (Acts 11:26). 
 
In addition to staffing the fully equipped 52-bed tent hospital, Samaritan's Purse also airlifted tons of emer-
gency supplies, such as weatherproof tarps to provide families with emergency shelter. 
 
Please lift up the people of Turkey and neighboring Syria as they grieve and struggle to rebuild their homes 
and lives. Ask God to open doors for our ministry and to provide resources for our teams to save lives, re-
lieve suffering, and share the hope of the Gospel of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
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Consider making a generous gift! 
Thanks to America for Christ (AFC) Offering contributions, American Baptist Home Mission Societies (ABHMS) supported com-
munities distressed by the devastation of COVID-19 last year, as the pandemic swept our country and Puerto Rico. We also 
helped families who lost homes to floods, wildfires and storms, along with children living on the edge because of poverty, and 
seminarians preparing to devote their lives to sharing the Good News. These are just a few of the ways we minister to those in 
need; there are many more. 

Please help us continue to bring healing and hope to communities, families, children and Jesus’ disciples in 2023 by supporting 
this year’s America for Christ Offering. 

How AFC 2023 Funds are Utilized 

Our gifts to AFC support regions, churches, and community organizations across the United States 

and Puerto Rico with grants for a variety of purposes, including: 

 Chaplaincy and spiritual caregivers support 

 Aid for children living in poverty 

 New, innovative ministries 

 Developing church leaders 

 Promoting discipleship 

AFC dollars also fund scholarships for which our own members may apply, and our church is eligible to apply for ABHMS grants 
as well! ABHMS does not retain any AFC funds for operations or overhead. 

One hundred percent of our AFC dollars support vital ministries. 

AFC gifts also benefited Alaska Ministries, Asian Ministries, Latino Ministries, and Native American Ministries. 
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World Prayer Day is March 3, and our National Day of Prayer is May 4 
this year. But for the Christian, Jesus and the Apostles exhort us to 
make prayer an integral part of our lives. 
The Bible is God talking to us, and prayer is us talking with God. Paul 
in I Thessalonians 5:17 tells the faithful to “pray without ceasing,” by 
which he meant a constant way of life characterized by a prayerful 
attitude. 
Our Lord Jesus Christ gave the perfect example of this in His life, ex-
emplified in the Gospels (Matt. 14:23; 28:38-46; Mark 1:35; 6:46; 

Luke 9:18, 28-29; 22:41, 44; John 6:15; 8:1-2; 17:1-26). Jesus also taught his disciples to pray (Matt. 6:5-14; 
Luke 11:2-4), and stressed the importance of persistent prayer through parables (Luke 11:5-10; 18:1-8). 
In Acts 2:42 we find prayer was a priority of the early church: “And they devoted themselves to the 
apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.” 

God uses prayer as a instrument of grace to grow His people in holiness. Facets of prayer include depend-
ence, adoration, confession, intercession thanksgiving, and supplication. 
So what would exemplify God-Honoring prayer? Prayer is motivated by several factors, including: a yearn-
ing for fellowship with the Lord and bring glory to Him (Psalms 27:4; 42:1-2); a dependence on God for pro-
vision (Matt. 6:11), a need for heavenly wisdom in the midst of trials (James 1:5); a plea for deliverance in 
the face of trouble (Psalm 20:1); a longing to find relief from anxiety and fear (Philippians 4:6-7); a desire to 
express thanksgiving to God for His goodness (Psalm 44:1-4); a need to confess sin (Psalm 32:5; Proverbs 
28:13); a yearning to see the salvation of unbelievers (I Tim. 2:1-4); and a desire for spiritual growth for 
oneself and for other Christians. 
The above is paraphrased from pages 789-790, Biblical Doctrine, John MacArthur and Richard Mayhue pri-
mary editors. 
I have a friend who tells me it can be lonely when you’re old, and it’s nice to hear form me. Now, who can 
be older than God? Nobody! He not only wants to hear form you, but He cares about you and wants to 
help, but in order for Him to release spiritual powers to aid you, you first have to ask. And you do that 
through prayer. 
As Jesus and the apostles taught, adopt a prayerful state of mind in your life, and help the Holy Spirit work 
through you. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Rick Stilson 


