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The 40th Annual Strawberry Festival
was held in Owego, NY
Strawberry Festival News

It grieves our hearts when we see
things die whether it be a loved
one, a flower, an animal or even
the falling leaves.
Somethings in life however, never
die. The 23rd Psalm has enriched
many a despondent heart for centuries.
The coming of the dawn, a heart
awakening enjoyment of a new
day with spiritual opportunities in
abundance.
A word of encouragement given to
you in your youth that you will
never forget and has been an incentive to you to try your best,
especially during adversity.
Love and truth never die. The
world tries to shade it over but,
like the sun behind the clouds, it
shines through.
Our tears are but for a moment.
Our Lord wipes them away as we
enter into the eternal joy of his
presence.
The love and fellowship of your
church family will never die. It’s so
encouraging to know that you can
always rely on their joy and enthusiasm.
Love Pastor Bill

We say Praise the Lord for another successful mission outreach
here at First Baptist during the Strawberry Fest on Saturday, June
18th. The weather was a bit cool, windy and rainy at times for the
festivities. We still fed the multitudes with $1.00 Oscar Mayer angus beef bun length hotdogs and almost $1,000.00 was raised from
this sale.
It was a good day - sharing laughter with old
friends & strangers alike. God is good. Handing out hotdogs - it's a labor of love. This could
not have happened without the generosity of
our people.
Thanks to all who provided coolers, soda, water and condiments, and prepared food on Friday. Big thanks to the many hands that pitched in to make the labor light this year.

Due to the unexpected
death of George Williams
of Fellowship of Christian
Farmers and of First Baptist Church in early 2021,
Bill & Kathy Brown of
FCFI, carried on the mission and blessed many
who stopped, by sharing
Gospel Message of Salvation and then helping many to remember by giving them the wordless walking stick.
Kathy & I want to thank you for making us feel so welcome and
providing us a spot to set up our FCFI tent & of course allowing us a
warm church to step into for short time to ward off the brutal wind
and cold during the day. We were able to share the love of Christ
to around 100 people of which most were very thankful.
Thank you so much,
Bill & Kathy Brown
Children’s Evangelism Fellowship [CEF] were doing face painting,
crafts and games all in the name of Jesus too. It was a blessed day.
Continued on page 6

Lighting the Way

Page 2

July Birthdays
Sunday Morning time of Prayer - Come early at 9:30am and join Pastor
Bill for a time of prayer for 20 minutes before service in Fellowship Hall.
Circles of Concern: cancelled until September
InAsMuch & Sunbeam Circle
Needle & Thread Missions Group [sleeping bags for the homeless] meets weekly on Wednesday @10:00am - SPOT
Deacons Board - 2nd Sunday of the month, FH after worship service
Joint Executive Council/Board of Managers - Our Summer JEC/BoM
Meetings would normally be scheduled for Sunday, June 19th, Sunday,
July 17th, and Sunday, August 21st. At this time, all three meetings are
cancelled.
ACT (Allied Christians of Tioga) Dinner - served from FBCO church back
door as “take away” every Thursday 5:00pm to 6:00pm

Courtney Benjamin 1
Pat Hansen 2
Patti Chandler 5
Penny Lyons 5
TJ West 6
Matt Willis 8
Pastor Bill 8
Brian McBride 14
Kandi Saxton 15
Elle Jo Howard 20
Melissa Saxton O’Flanagan 29

July Anniversary
Ed & Pat Greene 17

Rule 62 AA Group - cancelled until September.
Golden Age Group - cancelled until September. Questions? Contact
Paula Slavy
Men’s Monthly luncheon last Friday of the month at 11:30am; location
to be announced. Questions? Contact Rodger Fritz.

August Birthdays

Service Lead
July 3: Annette Chamberlain
July 10: Pastor Bill
July 17: TBD
July 24: Annette Chamberlain
July 31: TBD
August 7: TBD
August 14: Pastor Bill
August 21: TBD
August 28: TBD
September 4: TBD
September 11: Pastor Bill
September 18: TBD
September 25: Annette C.

Communion Offerings
REMINDER: Our monthly communion food offering is Tioga
County Rural Ministries [TCRM]
July - Deacons
August - NYS AB Men’s disaster
Relief
September - New Hope Center
October - World Missions
November - Operation Christmas
Child [OCC]

Andrea McBride 1
Donna Northrup 1
Ryan Saxton 11
Carol Conrad 12
Betty Kuenzli Stewart 12
Chelsi Murray 19
JoEllen O’Connor 20
Declan John O’Flanagan 20
Richard Haskell 24
John Chandler 29
August Anniversary
Pastor Bill & Aunt Dawn 1
Nick & Sally Guydosh 30
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On Sunday, March 20, 2022, the First Baptist Church of Owego
(FBC-O) Joint Executive Council/Board of Managers (JEC/BoM)
met to review the FBC-O COVID-19 restrictions.

➢ Masking and Social Distancing
The JEC/BoM voted that masking and social distancing requirements are lifted as of March 20, 2022.
The removal of the masking requirement applies to vaccinated and unvaccinated individuals. Masks are no

longer required to be worn by any individual entering the Church Building. As dictated by their personal
situations, individuals certainly may continue to wear masks. All pews are again available for seating.
➢ Fellowship Time
During the JEC/BoM’s review and discussion of FBC-O COVID-19 restrictions, it was further voted that the
suspension of formal, face-to-face Fellowship Time is rescinded as of March 20, 2022.
Fellowship Time will resume following Sunday Service, Sunday, April 10, 2022. Refreshments are planned
as liquids
only,
e.g.,
coffee,
tea, hot
chocolate. Should individuals desire to bring edibles to share with the
April 30,
2016
- First
Saturday
open
congregation during Fellowship Time, a sign-up sheet is provided in the Fellowship Hall.
22 year old Edgar
Should you have
questions
regarding the above changes, please contact Rich Saxton, (607) 972-7628 (M) (E—a return
on investment
mail, Voicemail, Text), sparky99@stny.rr.com.
➢ A greeter will meet you at the door, and log your name on the attendance sheet. A table with masks,
gloves, hand sanitizer, tissues, bulletins and collection plate will be inside each door. Please take a Bulletin and place your tithes and offerings in the offering plate on the table. We will not be passing the
plates during Service.
➢ Hand sanitizer stations are located in the back of the Sanctuary, by the restrooms and by the back door
**We request that if you have health issues or other concerns related to
gathering at this time, please remain at home. We will continue to provide
Service on-line following the live Service for those who are not able to join us
in the Sanctuary. https://fbcowego.org/worship-service/
The online service will be available by 7pm Sunday evening in most cases.
Please allow time for editing and upload of the service recording. Thank
you. If you cannot access the service please call or email the office - or send a text message to
Marilyn: 607-624-1001
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American Baptist Women’s Ministries is a Christ Centered
ministry with a commitment to encourage and empower
women and girls to serve God.























UNITY, boldness
Revival in America
Our Church
Our Leaders
Pastor Bill
Our BTBA Churches
The KIND Project
Those in the Nursing Home
Our Shut-ins
Unspoken (s)
Deliverance from addictions
Salvation & hope for the lost
Jail Ministry
Complete healing for those in
pain, hurting emotionally, disease, sickness,
Relationships
Our families
Cure for Cancer
COVID
Please pray for all the families
that have lost loved ones this
year.
UKRAINE
Russia

First Baptist Owego Women’s Missionary Circles

Needle & Thread Missions Group
Meets every
Wednesday of the month
@10:00am in the SPOT
Circles of Concern: Meets September to May
Cancelled until September
******************************************************

SAVE THE DATES … MARK YOUR CALENDAR ! ! !
AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCHES OF BTA
Tuesday, August 16th - American Baptist Women’s Ministries of
BTA Salad Supper and Summer Gathering to be held at Community
Baptist Church beginning at 5:45PM. It will be our first Salad Supper
since summer of 2019. Bring a salad to share and your table service.
Dessert and beverages will be provided.
Our program will be presented by Rev. Rocky Chan, Pastor of First
Baptist Church of Endicott. He will be sharing the Outreach Ministry
on the Campus of SUNY Binghamton. Watch for further details in
July/August church bulletins.
Sunday, October 23rd - American Baptist Churches of BTA Fall Gathering will be held at the Community Baptist Church ……WATCH FOR
DETAILS

Prayer Requests
Please contact - the church office;
call or email

Thanks,
Nancy Holbert, Secretary
ABWM of BTA and ABC of BTA
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FBC-O Roof Project
The FBC-O roof project began on Tuesday, June 21, 2022, by Axe Construction, our contractor. The Church roof
is now 99.5% complete. The days were long, 12 hours a day, and toward the end of the week temperatures
were creeping into the mid 80’s. This relentless crew kept working and finished the roof with still some minor
things to do but we will sit comfortably in the church building with confidence that there will be no more leaks.
What remains to be done is installation of replacement green metal trim (on order) at the towers, repair of pigeon holes around the roofline and East Tower, and the final inspection by the Axe Construction company owner.
The SPOT Building roof work will begin next week, Tuesday morning, July 5th. The Main Street driveway will be
closed while work on the East Side of the roof is in progress.
There is more information to come in our September 2022 Fall newsletter.

Day 5, June 25th

Day 1, June 21st
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The Kitchen Krew would like you to please label anything you put in the ‘frig
with your name/initials and date.’ A lot of stuff has been thrown out.

We “the Church” are no longer collecting soda top tabs and batteries.
Please DO NOT leave soda top tabs and batteries on the church counter.

We are still able to use eye glasses for the Lion’s Club.

That after every worship service we like to gather in the fellowship hall for a
time of fellowship? Hope to meet you there!

You’ve Got Mail! - be sure to check your mail before or after worship service. The
“mail” box is located on the back table in Sanctuary .

Tioga County Rural Ministry (TCRM) needs volunteers to help build handicap ramps for those needing assistance to access their homes. This year we have seen a significant increase in our ramp requests. Would
you be willing to assist a team building ramps?
People of all skill levels could be useful completing these important projects.
All tools and materials are provided.
If you are willing to give it a try, please contact Sister Mary O’Brien at 607-687-3021
or Ken Banker at 607-761-3640.
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