
Lighting the Way  Page 1 

    The First Baptist Church of Owego, N.Y.     Volume 27      Issue 6      March  2020 

 

 
Don't rush through your day today. 
Savor all that is good and alive.  Look 
up to the sky and say "Thank You".   
 

I Will Not Hurry 
            ~Ralph Spaulding Cushman 
 
I will not hurry through this day! 
 
Lord, I will listen by the way, 
 
To humming bees and singing birds, 
 
To speaking trees and friendly words, 
 
And, for the moments in between, 
 
Seek glimpses of Thy great unseen. 
 
****** 
 
I will not hurry through this day, 
 
I will take time to think and pray, 
 
I will look up into the sky, 
 
Where fleecy clouds and swallow fly, 
 
And, somewhere in the day, maybe 
 
I will catch whispers, Lord, from Thee! 

 
 
Love, Pastor Bill & Aunt Dawn 
 
 
 
 

Pastor's Corner 

This sacred monogram originally 
appeared as “IHC,” the first three 
letters of “IHCOYC,” the Greek 
word for Jesus. Over time the 
Greek “C” was replaced by the 
Latin “S” to become “IHS.”  

There are many interpretations 
given to the letters “IHS,” includ-
ing the Latin “Iesus Hominum Sal-
vator” (Jesus, Savior of Men) and 
the English “I (Christ) Have 
Suffered.”  
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 UNITY, boldness 

 Revival in America 

 Our Church 

 Our Leaders  

 Pastor Bill 

 Our BTBA Churches 

 The KIND Project 

 Those in the Nursing Home  

 Our Shut-ins 

 Unspoken (s) 

 Deliverance from addictions 

 Salvation & hope for the lost 

 Jail Ministry  

 Complete healing for those in 
pain, hurting emotionally, dis-
ease, sickness 

 Relationships 

 Our Families 

 Cure for Cancer 

 

Bible Study & Prayer - every Tuesday 
@6:00pm  
There is room at the table just for you. 
Come fellowship, learn and pray with 
us. 
  
Prayer Requests 
Please contact Dawn Kohler with pray-
er concerns. H-607-748-0319 
C- 607-239-1686 

Needle & Thread Missions Group  
meets 10:00am 1st & 3rd Wednesday 
of the month in the SPOT.  
 
Circles of Concern  
See page 3 for more information 
 
Deacons Board - 2nd Sunday 
meets March 8th @11:30am 
 
Joint Exec Council/BoM (JEC/BoM)  
3rd Sunday meets March 15th 
@11:30am 
 
Golden Agers Group - meets 3rd Friday 
of the month 
Next regular gathering is Friday, April 
17th at 1:30pm in Fellowship Hall 
 
Liberty Homeschool Co-op - Mainly 
Church FH and 2nd floor of church 
Every Tuesday 8:00am till 4:30pm;  
 
Scout Troop 60  
Every Wednesday evening 
7:00pm till 9:00pm - Church FH 

 

 
 

Birthday Blessings 
 

  2 - Delma West 
  5 - Jim Lyons 
10 - Gail Haskell 
16 - Marie Harris 
20 - Cara Slavy 
26 - Blake Cron 
27 - Rich Saxton 
 
Anniversary Blessings 
 

28 - Richard & Gail Haskell 

[Free diapers, pull-ups [all sizes], wipes, 
creams, body wash, shampoo] 

Last Saturday of every month 
9:00am - 11:00am  

Every Sunday     during the           
 message         time. 

A Lenten history lesson 
Though the date of Easter varies, the majority of the Lenten season 
occurs during March. In fact, the word Lent comes from the Anglo-
Saxon words lenctentid (meaning “March”) and lencten (meaning 
“spring”). 
 
The first reference to Lent dates back to 325 AD, in one of the 20 
canons decreed at the council of Nicaea. By the eighth century, 
Christians started observing Lent, and a 10th-century monk named 
Aelfric connected the use of ashes and “the Lenten fast” to the pre-
Easter period. 
 
Lent lasts 40 days to represent Jesus’ time in the wilderness, when 
he was tempted by the devil. The six Sundays that occur between 
Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday aren’t counted as part of Lent; 
instead, as the traditional day of worship, they’re considered “mini-
Easters.” 
 ~~ newsletternewsletter.com 

Special dates 
 

• First Sunday in Lent, March 1 
• World Day of Prayer, March 6 
• Second Sunday in Lent, March 8 
• Daylight-Saving Time, March 8 
• Third Sunday in Lent, March 15 
• First day of spring, March 19 
• Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 22 
• Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 29 
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Circle of Concern 

The circle is open to all women and 
you are invited to attend – we meet at 
10:30am the 2nd Wednesday of each 
month from September to May in the 
church fellowship hall. 

 
Needle & Thread Missions Group - 
provides completed sleeping bags, 
that includes a hygiene kit, for the 
homeless.  We meet at 10:00am the 
1st and 3rd Wednesday of every 
month in the SPOT 

First Baptist Owego Officers 
 

President - TBD 
 

Secretary - TBD 
 

Treasurer - Daisyanna Fritz 
 

Mission & Service Ministries 
and Love Gift - Sally Guydosh 
 

White Cross Chairwoman 
Pat Greene 
 

B-T Association Officers 
 

President - TBD 
 

Secretary - Nancy Holbert 
 

Treasurer - Barbara Cron 
 

Love Gift - Acquanetta Young 
 

Personal Development Ministries 
T.J. West 
 

Co-Church and Community Ministries 
Kay Hollister, Carol Seidel 
 

Mission and Service Ministries 
Daisyanna Fritz 
 

White Cross Chairperson 
Nancy Stephens 

American Baptist Women’s Ministries 
is a Christ Centered ministry with a 
commitment to encourage and em-

power women and girls to serve God. 

Let’s approach Lent joyfully…as an  
opportunity rather than a sacrifice. 
 
Your invited to place a quarter a day into this coin-holder, in 
praise and in a prayerful attitude for your many blessings, 
during the 40 Days of Lent  
 
 

 This sacrificial giving will be used for the Mission and Service Ministry of the 
AB Women. In His Service the AB Women will use these quarters in helping to alle-
viate hunger, poverty and suffering locally, nationally and around the world. 
 
 The coin-holders can be placed in the offering plates by  
Easter Sunday, April 1, 2018 or given to Daisy Fritz (AB Women’s treasurer).  
 
  If you cannot participate at this time, please leave the unused 
coin-holder on the counter in fellowship hall. 
 

2 Corinthians 9:7 
Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

World Day of Prayer is a worldwide movement of Christian women of many 

traditions who come together to observe a common day of 
prayer each year, and who, in many countries, have a contin-
uing relationship in prayer and service. 
 

     It is a movement initiated and carried out by women in 
more than 170 countries and regions. 

     It is a movement symbolized by an annual day of cele-
bration – the first Friday of March – to which all people 
are welcome. 

     It is a movement which brings together women of various races, cultures, 
and traditions in closer fellowship, understanding, and action throughout the 
year. 

 

Through World Day of Prayer, women around the world 
 

     affirm their faith in Jesus Christ 

     share their hopes and fears, their joys and sorrows, their opportunities and 
needs 

 

Through World Day of Prayer, women are encouraged 
 

     to become aware of the whole world and no longer live in isolation 

     to be enriched by the faith experience of Christians of other countries and 
cultures 

     to take up the burdens of other people and pray with and for them 

     to become aware of their talents and use them in the service of society 

     Through World Day of Prayer, women affirm that prayer and action are in-
separable and both have immeasurable influence in the world.  

March 6th 
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Historians Corner  
 

Allied Christians of Tioga (ACT) 
 
In 1981 a few people from the Board of Social Concerns of the First Baptist Church of Owego [FBCO] had 
a vision – that the churches of the community could provide free meals to feed the hungry in our com-
munity. They were Reverend Ken Simpson, Pastor of FBCO,  Kathy Preston, and Lynn Kodey from the 
Baptist Church; Marilyn Oaks and Kate Feaveayear.  Kathy Preston was chairperson of the Board of Social 
Concerns which was composed of both Baptists and other members of the community. 

In June 1981, they picked strawberries and sold them at the Village of Owego Annual Strawberry Festival 
as an initial fundraiser and as a result of the proceeds from this fundraiser were able to begin serving 
meals at FBCO in November 1981  

In 1983 at a meeting of representatives including clergy from several area churches, the Allied Christians 
of Tioga (ACT) was organized.  Al Smith, from the FBCO, felt a calling and agreed to be the first director 
of the organization.  

Attendance at the meals started slowly but soon grew to up to 100 hungry people. Meals were eventual-
ly moved to the United Methodist Church in Owego to better accommodate  handicap access.  Activities 
included serving weekly meals, a jail ministry, and youth programs.  Now forty years later resulting from 
the vision of a few individuals, the weekly ACT meals is now a coalition of ten area churches that provide 
a free meal and fellowship each Thursday at the Owego United Methodist Church, located at 261 Main 
Street.   Weekly attendance runs 50 – 80 people.  

Ruth Harders, coordinator for the Thursday evening meals, has commented many times, “The meal is 
open for anyone in need or just looking to spend a little time with others.  Individuals or families who 
attend sometimes just like to stop in for the companionship, or some need to stretch their budget, while 
others regularly come each Thursday.  Everyone who comes in gets a dinner, no questions are asked, 
and it’s become like home to a lot of people.” 

FBCO continues to host at the ACT dinners on the 2nd Thursday of every other month [January, March, 
May, July, and September] If you are interested in helping with any of the ACT dinners: contact Rich Sax-
ton.   FBCO is responsible for preparing the dinner for March 12th; this day being close to St. Patrick’s 
Day, we are planning on a corned beef and cabbage meal. 

Many thanks to Kathy Preston and Al Smith for their input. 

 

This continues to be a vital ministry for all of us. The Bible is short on specifics about the 
Judgment Day, but one question that may come up (Matthew 25:31-40) - Did you feed the 
hungry? 
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The summer of 2020 will welcome 300 
teenage volunteers (with adult leaders) 
from across the country, to participate in 
Tioga County's 13th Annual Group Work-
camp. Since 2007, over 547 home repair 
projects have been completed by more 
than 3,749 Group Workcamp volunteers. 
Tioga Opportunities, Inc. and Waverly 
School District will co-host the 2020 
camp and it is expected that an addition-
al 45 home repair projects will be com-
pleted for low-income, disabled, and 
elderly residents of our communities. 
Typical projects include interior/ exterior 
painting, wheelchair ramps, decks and 
mobile home skirting. These repairs are 
provided at no cost to the home owner.  
 
There is no federal, state, local or grant 
funding for this program. We rely solely 
on contributions from local corpora-
tions, financial institutions, service or-
ganizations and private individuals to 
cover anticipated material costs of 
$25,000. Our current funding stands at 
$4,530 so we have a long way to go.  
 
Tioga Opportunities, Inc. is a 501(c) non-
profit organization. Your contribution is 
tax deductible to the extent allowed by 
law. 
  

Thank you for your consideration in sup-
porting Tioga County's 2020 Group 
Workcamp!  
 
Sincerely,  
Janice Gillette, Director Housing Services  
Tioga Opportunities, Inc.  
1023 State Route 38  
Owego, NY 13827  
607-687-0707 
jgillette@tiogaopp.org 

continued page 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From the Composer: 
 
It is a very simple figure, two pieces of wood crossing at a right angle.  
We see it on jewelry and on gravestones. 
 
The story of the cross is depicted through great masterpieces in mu-
seums and graceful stained glass in cathedrals..  We see the charac-
ters of the cross in cardboard pictures in children’s Sunday school 
classes.   
 
When we go beyond the efforts to describe  the scene and stand at 
the foot of the cross, we witness suffering and death.  We feel the 
power of evil in this world.  We realize the consequences of our sin 
and our guilt.  But despite the darkness and tragedy of that day, the 
one on the cross offers us life and the hope to carry on. 
 
Through this work, we ask the people who were there to come down 
from their stained glass, to leave their perfect poses in the paintings 
and tell jus their story.  We gather to experience the cross with them 
so we may look up and truly see the one who bore  our griefs and 
carried our sorrows - the one who was wounded for our sins. 
 
For there at the cross, we find our Lord who experienced all our sor-
rows and suffering, but offers us the miracle of hope and life. 
                                                                      

Pepper Choplin 

Lounsberry Methodist Church at 3:00pm 
Sunday, April 5, 2020 
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On May 3, 2020 - Our Communion  
Offering will be dedicated to this group. 





Sunday Worship  10:00am 
Tuesday Bible Study & Prayer 6:00pm 

Return Service Requested 

First Baptist Church of Owego 
228 Main Street 
Owego, NY  13827 

Church Office: 607-687-4394 

Messages are retrieved throughout the day 

Emergency Contact:  
Pastor Bill Kohler [H]607-748-0319 

[C]607-239-7124
Rodger Fritz          [H]607-748-2798 

office@fbcowego.org      
https://www.fbcowego.org 

http://facebook.com/firstbaptistowego 

Church Officers 
and Staff 

Pastor 
Reverend William “Bill” Kohler 

Richard Saxton 
Church Moderator  

Executive Council, Chr. 
Board of Managers, Chr. 

Marilyn Murray 
Office Manager 

David Berry 
Music Director 

Winnie Allen 
Church Pianist 

Kandi Saxton  
Christian Education 

Committee, Chr. 
Director of K.I.N.D. 

Steve Paro 
Board of Deacons, Chr. 


